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approach to ecological assessment and management. We 
provide socially and environmentally responsible advice, with a 
focus on practical project outcomes.
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EMM’s ecology team provides 
high-quality, practical advice and services 
for complex biodiversity issues. Our 
depth of knowledge and experience  
minimises project risk throughout the 
approvals process.  

PROJECT EXAMPLES

Cobbora Coal Project
Client: Cobbora Holding Company Pty Limited

EMM’s ecology team prepared an ecological 
assessment for a proposed new coal mine in the 
central west of NSW. The team completed detailed 
flora and fauna assessments in the project area and 
offset areas surrounding the project and nearby – an 
area of more than 13,000 ha. 

We provided ecological advice to minimise impacts 
on biodiversity and biodiversity offset requirements, 
through design and mine plan revisions. Offsets were 
quantified using the Biobanking Assessment 
Methodology and the EPBC Act Environmental Offset 
Policy; the offset package was negotiated with the 

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage and 
Commonwealth Department of the Environment. The 
team also prepared biodiversity management plans 
for the project and offset areas.

North West Rail Link Early Works 
Client: Baulderstone Pty Ltd (now Lend Lease)

EMM’s ecology team assisted Baulderstone with due 
diligence ecological surveys and pre-clearance 
surveys for the early works on the North West Rail 
Link. The team helped prepare the construction flora 
and fauna management plan, and completed due 
diligence assessments for the entire project footprint 
and high voltage transmission lines and realignments 
associated with the project. 

The team prepared a series of ecological control maps 
with the locations of ecological constraints and 
on-ground mitigation measures to help the client in 
managing construction impacts to biodiversity. EMM 
also provided fauna rescue services, developed a nest 
box plan, developed an ecological monitoring strategy 
and completed the baseline ecological monitoring.

Auburn Stabling Facility – monitoring Grey-headed 
Flying-foxes 
Client: Transport for NSW

EMM’s ecology team is monitoring a camp of 
Grey-headed Flying-foxes near the Auburn Stabling 
Facility. We developed a fit-for-purpose monitoring 
method that meets the project conditions of approval 
and is cost-effective. We completed baseline 
monitoring before the project began operation so we 
could determine population size, normal behavioural 
responses to disturbance and stress hormone levels. 
We continue to monitor the camp regularly to detect 
any unexpected changes to population size, 
behaviour and stress levels.
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OUR PEOPLE
The ecology team is led by:
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EMM’s team of ecological experts assess, manage and 
monitor terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna. We 
lead ecological assessments for a diverse range of 
projects and market sectors, from small urban 
developments to large-scale major infrastructure and 
resource projects. 

The team has a thorough understanding of state and 
Commonwealth environmental and planning 
legislation, biodiversity offset requirements and 
project obligations, based on experience throughout 
eastern Australia. 

We establish open and constructive relationships with 
our clients, built on respect, professionalism and 
responsiveness. We work closely with our clients to 
achieve balanced project outcomes that are practical 
and environmentally and socially responsible. 

Biodiversity offset surveys near Cobbora, Central Western NSW.

•   Ecological advice for all stages of development, 
from feasibility to project completion

•   Strategic ecological advice for planning proposals
•   Biobanking assessments and advice
•   Ecological monitoring
•   Ecological impact assessment
•   Due diligence ecological surveys
•   Technical peer reviews
•   Pre-clearance ecological surveys
•   Construction ecological management
•   Ecological management plans
•   Groundwater dependent ecosystem assessment 

and monitoring
•   Bushfire hazard analysis and mapping
•   Fauna-sensitive road design
•   Bat call analysis

Katie Whiting BSc, MSc – Associate, Ecology Services 
Manager

Katie is our ecology services manager. Katie has led 
ecological studies with complex technical issues and 
worked closely with her clients to find practical and 
balanced solutions. 

She has a strong background in ecological and 
environmental impact assessment, threatened 
biodiversity survey, biodiversity monitoring and 

providing practical on site biodiversity management 
assistance to construction teams. Katie has provided 
advice and services for all project stages, from 
feasibility through to completion. She has worked with 
a range of clients and sectors, with a focus on 
resources, infrastructure and property. 

Katie’s ecological expertise lies in the survey and 
monitoring of microchiropteran bats, including harp 
trapping, ultrasonic detection and collection of 
reference calls. Katie is skilled in the identification and 
analysis of ultrasonic bat call signatures.  

Katie provides clients 
with practical and sound 
ecological advice that 
leads to balanced project 
outcomes. 
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